Darsul Quran Concluding Ramadan 1998 


Delivered by Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad — Khalifatul Masih IV on 29" January 1998. 


Departing from the tradition of today’s Discourse I shall begin with the Surah al Fatiha [The 
Opening] because it is this Surah [Chapter] which has in fact been repeated in the end in the 
last three Surahs and these Surahs summarise the themes mentioned in Surah al-Fatiha.' In 
addition for the ability granted by Almighty God to deliver these Discourses right from the 
beginning of the blessed month of Ramadan and His Graciousness and Mercies during it in 
the light of the present state of affairs and especially the treatment of Allah the Almighty with 
the Community we invoke all praise and thanksgiving to Him, it aroused spontaneous praise 
in the words of Surah Fatiha from my heart and I desired that I should begin the recitation 
with ‘All praise is to Allah’. 


The first thing mentioned in Surah al-Ikhlas is a message that if one grasps onto the unity of 
the Omnipotent with fidelity then this is the only way to come into the refuge of Allah, there 
is no other way except this. So from this perspective I understand Surah al-Ikhlas to be a 
Gateway which is put up against further highways that open up before it. Moreover if one 
enters through this Gateway then one can one travel upon the highways that run beyond it. 
So one should ponder upon the subject of Surah Tawhid and genuinely devote oneself to 
Allah.* There is a difference between 45! [‘One’] and 45/5 [single/alone/only]. 445) is that 
Oneness which cannot be shared forth nor behind it nor above it nor below. He is one and 
cannot be divided into any three persons. So 44I is that individual being in which there is no 
question of including another being. Here this word 4) has completely annihilated the 
Trinity. 


In order to improve our lives, it is essential to comprehend the meanings of all 
[‘independent’ |. *2«= is that which is independent. It is possible that the entire universe may 
drown without it. There can be many people present at one time but when they feel 
endangered and there is no = at a time of peril they will all be erased. However if one 
depends upon a being who is +4 and is in the habit of running again and again towards it 
and being in its presence they will be the only one who is saved for they are already 
connected to the being of God and His immaculate Oneness. This verse completely 
demolishes Christianity. Today the ignorance of people’s hearts has placed a covering upon 


' Traditionally the final Quranic Discourse delivered in Ramadan is based on the four Quranic chapters 
beginning with Jé [‘Say’]. That is, Surah al Kafirun [The Disbelievers], Surah al Ikhlas [The Fidelity], Surah 
al-Falaq [The Dawn] and Surah al-Nas [Mankind]. This is followed by commemorative prayers to end the 
month of fasting in Ramadan and welcome the eve of Eidul Fitr the following day. 

? All praise is to Allah Lord of the worlds. 


The Holy Quran. A\ Fatiha: 2. 
3 Surah Tawhid [Unity] is another name for this Chapter of The Quran. 
4 Say ‘He is Allah the One’. 
Quran. A\ Ikhlas: 2. 

The word means ‘Alone’ by oneself and ‘Apart from others’. See Malik Ghulam Farid M.A. Dictionary of 

‘The Holy Quran’ with References & Explanation of the Text (Islam International Publication Ltd, 2006). 819. 
5 Allah the independent and besought of all. 

AI khlas: 3. 
‘Self-sufficient, sought by all.’ (Fakhralddin al-Razi. Mafatih al-Ghayb: al-Tafsir al-Kabir). 


the light of truth because in reality they do not believe in the Tawhid [Oneness of God]. So 
seek refuge from these evils and become that exception which is mentioned in this Surah and 
will be mentioned in the next Surah. sill 4 GUL) 4 Gs [From the evil of those who blow 
into knots’] refers to those people who detach themselves from relations and separate 
themselves.° So none may suspect them of having created discord. In this world today the 
relations between mother and son, brother and sister as well as international relations are 
broken. This verse reigns over the entire world. An important aspect of the last Surah that 
is Surah al-Nas is that it is a superb prayer for those who have no support that Allah is the 
Lord of mankind. So run towards God. He is the only One who has the solution to your 
problems. So O people who have none to turn to! You have no kingdoms or economies left. 
If you return to God then His kingdom will work in favour of Mankind it will not work 
against it. 


This verse mentions that Divine system which we see replicated in the Ahmadiyya 
Community. There is only one Community in the world which is systematically looking after 
the needs of the poor the world over. The last Surah enjoins the prayer to be protected from 
the mischief of the «U4 [‘slinking whisperer’ ].’ I hope that this day and also in future the 
people of the Community would always be seekers of the anchorage of Allah the Almighty 
which is mentioned in the Muwadatayn.® 


The things I am to mention should not be taken as a separate topic because the subject of 
prayers continues alongside. 


Pray for the world of Islam and that its convoluted problems be resolved. Their religious 
problems, political problems and economic problems should all be included in this prayer. 


Remember the previous reformers of the Ummah [Islamic Nation] in all your prayers. Their 
favours spread to the people of the Ummah in this age and to those of the future. His 
Holiness the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) has also offered a lot of prayers for 
them. 


To be saved from the mischief of the Antichrist. 
To be saved from the dangers that destroy world peace. 


For the removal of obstructions in the path of the publicising of Islam and Ahmadiyya and to 
be able to serve by the presentation of articles of vogue. 


For the Life Devotees and the Children Devotees and especially those Devotees who have left 
their homes to go to faraway lands. 


For the honourable men and women who are intensely occupied in generously serving The 
Holy Quran. 


® Al Falaq: 5. 
7 From the evil of the slinking whisperer. 
(The Holy Quran. al-Nas [Mankind]: 5). 
8 Arabic term referring to the last two Surahs beginning with the prayer to seek refuge in and with Allah. 
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The workers and preachers. 


The martyrs of Ahmadiyya and their children. The prisoners in the way of Allah and their 
families. 


The Dervishes of Qadian who are perpetually keeping vigil in Qadian. 


The people of Rabwah for whom the mischief-makers constantly try every which way to 
apply the subject of ‘From the evil of those who blow into knots’ within them. But by the 
Grace of the Almighty they are unbreakably atrached to the Caliphate and have so exceeded 
in virtue that their virtues have brought them even closer to Almighty God. 


For this I estimate that our prayers find acceptance before Allah the Almighty. If we had not 
made this journey in the love of His Immaculate Oneness we could never have entered the 
shelter of God. The refuge of God is offering us shelter. In Rabwah, as well as in Qadian 
and in all the other countries as well. May Allah the Almighty always accept the loyalty of 
the Community. May we never be parted from His pleasure. This is the prayer in which you 
should join me today. Offer much invocations upon the Prophet. With the Grace of Allah 
the Almighty your bond with the Prophet of Allah will become insuperable. The Graces and 
blessings of Almighty God upon the Prophet of Allah will also offer us a shade, so that we 
will be able to proceed under this shade. 


Then pray for the first Companions and also for the Companions of the Promised Messiah 
(peace be upon him) who having come later have met with them.’ The first companions were 
like stars.'° Similarly the Community is benefitting greatly from the beneficence of the latter 
Companions. 


Remember the family of the Promised Messiah in your prayers because they are his family so 
that Almighty God may include them in that family for whom He has promised Grace and 
Bounties. 


The period of trials facing the Community cannot end. It is through the very trials that the 
Community is tested and cleansed so that it shines. So pray in this way that the trial through 
which the Community is passing may bear such fruit as to satiate our hearts to the core. 


Pray also for those enemies who have created these tribulations for the Community that may 
Allah the Almighty save them from the punishment which they have taken upon themselves. 
I again turn your attention to the prayer “‘O our Lord! Smash them into smithereens break all 


° He it is Who hath raised from amongst the unlettered a Messenger who recites unto them His revelations and 
purifies them and teaches them the Book and wisdom, though before this they had been in blatant error. He 
shalt raise him amongst others who have yet to join them. He is the Almighty, the Wise. 

Also others from among them who have yet to join them. He is the Almighty, the Wise. 
Such is Allah’s grace He bestows on whom He pleases; for Allah is the Master of immense 
Grace. 
Al Jummuah [The Friday Congregation]: 3 — 5. 
‘0 Tn the Hadith [Traditional Sayings] of Prophet Muhammad## his Companions are compared to the stars. 
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of them and crush them into bits’ may Allah the Almighty break them into bits and crush 
them completely and blow them into dust so that the nation be saved from their evil deeds. 
The purpose is to save the worthy ones of this nation from their mischief. The rest of the 
common people who have been made to work mischief because of their evil will also benefit 
from this. I also enjoin the praying of a revealed prayer of His Holiness the Promised 
Messiah (peace be upon him) ‘O our Lord! Leave no evil person from the disbelievers on 
Earth remaining’. This is a special prayer: O Allah! Only you know which people are the evil 
among mankind who have put the world into troubles so leave none behind from among them 
and seize every one of them. O Allah! Bless our lives so that we may see this promise of 
Almighty God fulfilled. 


For those nations which are being targeted politically in the name of religion like Bosnia, the 
people of Kashmir, the people of Palestine, the people of Chechnya who have embarked in 
the name of Islam. The victims of Sierra Leone who welcomed and embraced Ahmadiyya 
with open arms. The tribes of Gambia and various African countries. All in all, pray for 
humanity that is wounded all over. 


Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and every country where evil Mullahs [clergy] are abusing 
women and children in an extremely cruel manner in the name of religion. Especially 
countries such as Afghanistan and Algeria. Then pray also to be saved from the evil of those 
representatives who are preparing for war to suit their political ends. 


Along with all these prayers also remember widows, orphans, the unemployed, the childless, 
debtors, victims of family feuds, victims of traumas and of economic downturns. Also 
remember such mothers whose children are missing or have gone astray from faith. Then 
also pray for the increase in knowledge of the future generations and for the sharpening of 
their capabilities. 


In the end I appeal for prayer for those who paid 100% of their dues before the end of the 
month of Ramadan to Tehrik e Jadid [the New Scheme] and Wagf e Jadid [Scheme of Life 
Devotion] this Discourse is in fact a gift of the whole Ahmadiyya Community not just from 
myself alone. Countless assistants have been involved in its preparatory team among whom 
are the scholars from the headquarters of the movement in Rabwah, scholars living in 
England and various other workers for whom I appeal to pray. Remember that we are to 
include the poor in our Eid celebrations tomorrow. So make a solemn decision today that we 
are to share the pain of brothers who are poor. Herein will be our true happiness. So instead 
of tomorrow I am making this announcement today to give them your joys and share their 
pain. 


I congratulate those who have laboured to sit through the Itekaf.'' 


© The Tahir Archive, 2012. 


'! Practice of a period of retreat in a mosque during the last ten days of Ramadan. 
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